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Davis, Clyde Brion Thudbury 
Lippincott. Sept. 17, 1952. 446p. $3.75. 

Since the earliest days John Marquand’s serious 
work, some people have honestly been amazed and 
wondered, mean this?”, “Is making fun 
himself?” this purported novel Clyde Davis 
the reader further perplexed and questions whether, 
above and beyond its obvious purposes, Thudbury does 
not also offer parody the Marquand style. so, 

Very definitely, this political satire, and its appear- 
ance may well have been timed meet the presidential 
election campaign this year. Still, the work 
judged beyond such ephemeral coincidences (and Clyde 
Davis’s long career novelist certainly asks for least 
that), mere timeliness must omitted factor 
criticism. 

Thudbury (and the name onomatopoeically signifi- 
cant) the story one man, Otis Paul Thudbury, heir 
industrial millions, ostensibly written his minion, 
“Pete” Mendenhall, managing editor the Tolland 
(N. Y.) Enterprise, wholly owned subsidiary the 
Thudbury empire. This novel, but simply his- 
tory opinions and actions Thudbury certain 
crises American life. large portion the book 
dialogue even monologue which Otis Paul ex- 
pounds his political and economic philosophy. From 
time time narrative elements enter, when Otis 
Paul cheats win the first transcontinental automobile 
race when the street car lines Tolland are struck 
the operating employees, but these elements are epi- 
sodic, subordinate the theory 
and meant merely illustrate the theory example. 
Dyed-in-the-wool members the Republican political 
party will abominate this book, not merely because Mr. 
Davis has cleverly fixed upon the inanity some 
the tenets old-guardism, but chiefly because has, 
possibly unfairly, reinterpreted certain aspects the 
economic royalist policy order strip those 
features which its defenders find good argument. 
partisan work, and that unashamedly, Thudbury 
does good job ridiculing its victim. 

While Thudbury himself composite, the character 
the managing editor the newspaper probably 
the most cogent thing about the book. For Thudbury 
too satirically drawn other than caricature but 
the pseudo-author magnificently elicited his 
own words. His backing and filling and eventual justi- 
fication his master, even when himself has been 
generously wronged, are well done. this effort Mr. 
Davis has reached extremes subtlety. For must 
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Also, while one may question such details the exist- 
ence automobile bridge over the Hudson River 
Poughkeepsie 1905, one must give Mr. Davis credit 
for reproducing well, casual fashion, the atmosphere 
half century ago. Partisans the persuasion 
Mr. Davis, wrote this, will revel the field-day 
ridicule has given them. Those who preserve 
open mind about party politics will able select 


and enjoy. Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 
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Ferber, Edna Giant 
Doubleday. Sept. 29, 1952. 447p. $3.95. 
Edna Ferber’s latest novel Giant Texas. Texas 
the giant-state the Union. The giant-state should 
have Edna Ferber. Only she 
could have written this story well. She writes like 
man—whatever that connotes—boldly, bravely, clearly, 
unmistakably, unemotionally and sense forthright- 
none the defined detail the etching 
the portrait. Rather, one gathers that this novel was 
written for ultimate Hollywood production—rightly 
wrongly. The strokes are bold and brazen and the 
coloring bit fierce and plentiful, all suggestive the 
stage-scene painter’s art. There nothing delicate— 


maybe because Texas not delicate—maybe because 
the work’s ultimate finis screen. 

The story simple: Leslie Benedict comes from Vir- 
ginia Reata Ranch the bride the fabulously rich 


and powerful overlord Bick Benedict. the pass- 
ing years she learns much about Texas. the begin- 
ning she stunned all she sees: the fifty room house 
set two and one-half million acres grazing land; 
sky-scrapers rising from arid plains, endless herds 
cattle and droves Mexican workers. Then master- 
race huge men traveling private railroad cars— 
later the most powerful and speedy automobiles— 
and now private DC-6s. 

Leslie physically affected the hostile reception 
Bick’s strangely possessive older sister Luz. first 
attempts domesticity are doomed frustration— 
everything unlike Virginia. She bears two chil- 
dren this so-different commonwealth and watches 
them grow into another and newer kind Texan... 
During the years quarrels flare and hatreds rise— 
but old wounds seem never heal. Through all her 
love for Bick Benedict firm and unflinching—and 
times his sole support. Slowly comes understanding— 
never sympathy. She realizes that this seemingly bound- 
less state constantly cries out for big things justify 
its very bigness; that its men dreamed, built and 
bought terms superlatives—but their obsession 
with sheer magnitude these giant Texans had shrunken 
the human spirit. 

the story staggering bigness and pathetic little- 
ness. The novel expose. renders answer. 
Ferber always excellent reading. There isn’t thing 
wrong the book. What may wrong could 
what not the book. But you’re scarce time— 
wait for the movie—and that doesn’t come—well 


Meighan, 
New York New York 
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Mulvey, Timothy These Are Your Sons 


McGraw-Hill. Sept. 22, 1952. 278p. $3.75. 


One would probably not far wrong saying 
the Korean war that there have been few modern wars 
which the bravery and suffering the individual 
soldier has received little attention. That this 
not surprising when consider that for days end 
the very war itself, the whole war, has been omitted 
from the front pages many our newspapers. 
may paraphrase Churchill: have many owed 
much—and given few thanks—to many.” 


Father Timothy Mulvey, Oblate father, who has 
spent much time among the troops Korea, has set 
out this book something about the situation, 
writes, were, letter the parents the 
soldiers and airmen who are doing the fighting, letter 
describing the heroism and wonderful self-sacrifice 
their sons. These brave men, says—these are your 
sons. They honor the homes you have given them. 


There is, for example, Tony Collier, who refuses 
leave his post the face the Red advance, cap- 
tured, sentenced death, and shot American 
spy. Elapsed time: about three minutes. What espe- 
cially ironical about this peculiarly brutal killing that 
Tony not U.N. soldier all but, learn his 
“trial”, Irish missionary priest. Then there Joop 
Goosens, volunteer the Netherlands Battalion, 
who left his job Gruyters’ grocery store and en- 
listed because the pay little better. his 
legs crushed Chinese weapons carrier lies 
helpless, lies alone abandoned hut for eighteen 
days, sustained his religious faith, calling “Onze 
Lieve Vrouw”, the Blessed Mother. Joop rescued 
and lives. There are, finally Dick Merrick and his fel- 
low pilots the carrier Princeton, who know that 
the law averages fifteen per cent their number 
will lost each cruise. Dick himself survives the 
cruise; but lost-flying extra emergency mission. 
Father Mulvey has written book that badly needed 
writing—and written well. knows, loves, and 
respects the men (some them pitiably young) about 
whom tells us. enables so. 

Herzer, 

Loyola College, 

Baltimore, Maryland 


Koestler, Arthur Arrow the Blue 
Macmillan. Sept. 22, 1952. 353p. $5.00. 


large number well-educated, socially influential 


people the United States, themselves literate liberals 
with self-conscious conviction their responsibility 


issued the Library, University 
Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


BEST SELLERS 


Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1952, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 


spira 
Com 
them 
how 
ris 
num 
the 
its 
take’ 
who 
mun 
mun 
this 
And 
othe 
appr 
subs 
unst 
The 
capr 
that 
tion: 


M 
d 
for 
the 
ran 
“set”? 
have 


SELLERS 


Sons 


Wars 
his 
end 
omitted 
rs. 
Owed 
vho has 
has set 
the 
letter 
your 
uses 
cap- 
espe- 
that 
his 
Joop 
ttalion, 
led, his 
lies 
ighteen 
“Onze 
rescued 
his fel- 
ves the 
ion. 
needed 
and 
about 


Blue 


uential 
sibility 


1952 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


The Silver Chalice (Ila) Costain Aug. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
The Old Man and the Sea (Ila) Hemingway Sept. 
The Houses Between Spring May 
Matador Conrad June 
Don Camillo and His Flock (1) Guareschi Sept. 
The Distant Shore (IIb) Hartog Sept. 
The Gown Glory (Ila) Turnbull Mar. 
The Sinner Saint Ambrose (III) Raynolds Oct. 


Chambers 
Carson 
Frank 


Busch 


Overstreet 


June 
Sept. 
July 


Aug. 
Sept. 


Witness 

The Sea Around 

The Diary Young Girl 

Adlai Stevenson Illinois: 
Portrait (1) 

The Great Enterprise (IIb) 


for world welfare, have been confounded and confused 
the uncomfortable revelations Hiss and 
the disclosures before and after former comrades and 
official investigating authorities such the McCar- 
ran Committee that several “nice people” their own 
“set”, established families and traditional background 
have been still are members the international con- 
spiracy for world conquest which identical with 
Communism. With the uneasy awareness that they 
themselves have not been mired the same bog only 
because they lacked opportunity challenge strength 
conviction, they profess being unable understand 
how anyone like them could “sink low”, “take such 
“be benumbed and benighted”. Still other 
numbers the stolid assumption that what passes for 
the aristocratic sector society makes any one 
its members impeccable, least incapable doing 
anything except the right thing politically, refuse 
credit facts and evidence and insight that “people like 
just not such things; there must some mis- 
take”. Now add that the hundreds thousands 
who are baffled the counter-charge that anti-com- 
munists are intolerant, that the exposers the com- 
munists are nothing more than fascists themselves, that 
this whole thing nothing more than 
liminary new program pogroms. The sum 
discouragingly widespread confusion. 


And that condition precisely the reason why such an- 
other autobiography one who was “one them” has 
Arthur Koestler’s account his step-by-step 
approach and entry into the Communist Party the 
substance Arrow the Blue. And another 
growing mass evidence that what makes 
Communists pretty much the 
Europe, America, Asia. And points again the 
unstable intellectuality which professes horror for the 
disease while determinedly protecting the compost heap 
philosophical fallacies which nurture 
poisons that infect and corrupt every seedling exposed 
it. 


The trouble with Koestler’s childhood was not finan- 
cially feckless father, nor possessive mother 
capricious recurring migraine; rather was the fact 
that neither his parents had any spiritual founda- 
tions, having abandoned the disciplines their ances- 


Koestler 
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tral faith for the deceptively easy way the “enlight- 
ened liberal”. There was nothing much his school- 
ing that would have warped him, except that the 
schools themselves were fevered with the foolishness 
the Haeckelian conundrums and Hegelian dialectic. 
Odious generalizations may be, the Austrian school- 
men were always too easily impressed the ponderous 
wissenschaftlichkeit the German universities; and the 
German universities were hypnotized the pseudo- 
scientific sentimentalizations their 
and brooding. Teutons are admirably practical and 
efficiently inventive; but with all their meticulous 
machinery “higher criticism” they have never been 
able critical the enormous stupidities their 
would-be philosophical innovators. And the adulative 
schwarmerei that filled every German university class- 
room and lecture-hall like warm fog impressed, even 
narcotized not only native students, but even more 
those adventurers from other lands who “went abroad 
study”. Instead learning think for themselves, 
they learned only not think anything except kindly 
the monumental blunderers who, the name rea- 
son, removed reason even from their systematische 
realkentnisse. 

Koestler recounts here his wanderings the maze 
modern footlessness and rootlessness. Jewish 
more than family name and inherited characteristics, 
joined Jewish fraternity the University and then, 
with the logic only coincidence jumped into the 
Zionist movement and went Palestine, ill-advisedly 
and almost disastrously. then was pulled out and 
planted the clamorous career journalism under 
the aegis the House Ullstein. This work had 
aptitude and talent for. His youthful indignation 
over the inequality fortune urban and industrial 
life, his loathing for the cynical exploitation group 
group, individual individual, and his lack 
any point perspective turned his ears the siren 
serenades the Communists. joined the Party out 
combination disillusionment, disgust and des- 
peration. And also because, spite his wry recol- 
lection his own befuddlement, found the promises 
the Party and its program action the only appar- 
ently pragmatic philosophy for good life for all. 


Arrow the Blue, little drawn from dream symbol 
himself arrow shot into the empyrean, travel 
free-fall through infinity—an arrow that later sees 
split lengthwise into psyche seeking mystic peace 
and second psyche seeking political stability), takes 
Mr. Koestler’s autobiography over the threshold the 
Party Cell the age 27. His revolt from and aban- 
donment the Party know from his several politi- 
cal novels. But the trouble is, with Mr. Koestler 
with many others who have found their stomachs too 
dainty for the ruthlessness Russia, that not 
really repentant Communism; only what has been 
called “the Stalinist deviation”. The mystic psyche 
should take time explain its other half that Com- 
munism inevitably what under Stalin. The 
trouble not with the communists, but with commu- 
nism itself. And the monster that has issued from 
the unholy union ill-mated forebears, most them 
Haeckel, Hegel, Feuerbach, 
Nietzsche and their brood. They have abandoned God 
and betrayed man. 


tter, 
the 
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Mr. Koestler’s ability write, his fundamental sin- 
cerity need recommendation those who have 
read, e.g., his Darkness Noon. has humor and 
keen feeling for significant detail; but also has 
frankness that times disarming, times disquiet- 
ing, Arrow the Blue recommended only mature 


University Scranton 
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Caldwell, John The Korea Story 
Regnery. Sept. 29, 1952. 180p. $3.00. 


Mr. Caldwell has written scathing, embittered story 
American bungling and incompetence Korea. 
first-hand account events between the years 1945- 
1950. The author worked information specialist, 
first for the Army and then for the State Department. 
was well suited for the task, since his family has 
long been missionaries the Orient. speaks both 
Chinese and Korean. 

The indictment may summarized this fashion: 
The Army meant well and least recognized the 
danger Communism. The State Department played 
footsie with the Communists. Many its good pro- 
grams were ruined bureaucratic red tape. the 
Army, the difficulty was lack preparation for co- 
lonial rule. Americans made effort understand 
the problems peoples whose destinies they were 
controlling. 

Apparently, when the Army left and State took over, 
all the old evils were retained and new ones added. 


The author mentions sympathy with Communism 
(pp. 69-71); retaining inefficient Foreign Service 
cials (p. 84); general inefficiency and bureaucracy (pp. 
86, 91); dishonesty (pp. 97, 103); and waste (p. 129). 
contrast, speaks well the work the mission- 
aries (who were welcomed the Army but ostracized 


the State Department). The Columban Fathers 
get special word praise (p. 154). 
Undoubtedly the author embittered his own per- 
sonal experiences. This reviewer position 
check directly the accuracy his story. But har- 
monizes well with the observations competent 
persons, and the reviewer’s own experience another 
occupation zone, that bears the mark truth and 
sincerity. The book recommended reading for stu- 
dents political affairs. should must reading for 
the next President and Secretary State. 

Rev. John Cronin, 

Washington, 


* * * 


Latourette, Kenneth Scott 
The American Record the Far East, 1945-1951 
Macmillan. Sept. 1952. 208p. $3.00. 


Since the close World War the vast territory 
China has fallen under Communist domination and 
armed conflict has broken out Korea where Ameri- 
can troops are presently engaged inconclusive 
war. Americans tend blame these tragedies those 
control our government. determine where the 
responsibility for this situation really belongs Dr. La- 
tourette, recognized historian and authority the 
Far East, attempts brief review those turbulent 
years from 1945 1951 which traces the course 


Caldwell Latourette 
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events their main outline, stressing the part played 
the government the United States.. points out 
the crucial decisions, asks what were the possible alter- 
natives and, the basis known facts, tries see 
what the outcome would have been some other 
course had been followed. 

Because the events these six disastrous years have 
part been determined American diplomacy prior 
1945, the first chapter studies the main features our 
Far Eastern policy and including World War II. 
Here one may surprised learn that our Far Eastern 
policy has been fact, not theory, bipartisan; that 
the scope American action the Pacific has gradu- 
ally been broadened and that the United States has in- 
tervened more consistently the Fast East than 
Europe. Then follows chapter which relates our 
actions Asia with our diplomacy elsewhere because 
our outlook Europe and the Middle East has its 
necessary effects upon the Far East. consecutive 
chapters the author discusses India and Pakistan; South- 
east Asia, which includes Burma, Malaya, Thailand, 
Indochina and Indonesia; the Philippines; China; Japan; 
and Korea. 

India and Southeast Asia many maneuvers the 
United States have been misinterpreted imperialistic 
nature. Consequently, among the natives these 
lands there more distrust than the Russians. 
Yet for strategic and economic reasons cannot with- 
draw completely and allow these countries fall into 
the Communist trap. reading these chapters one 
realizes how complicated the political and economic 
issues are these Asiatic lands and how careful one 
must avoid making snap judgments. 

The longest and most illuminating chapter devoted 
China and subtitled: “The Great American De- 
feat”. Among American blunders which contributed 
the Communist victory China, Latourette num- 
bers the appointment General Stilwell, who had 
nothing but contempt for Chiang Kai-Shek, the mis- 
taken notion some American officials who regarded 
the Chinese Communists agrarian reformers, but 
most all the Yalta Agreement which the United 
States consented the reentry Russia into Man- 
churia. But even these blunders had been avoided, 
the author not sure whether the final result would 
have been different because China found itself 
impossible dilemma. The Chinese Communists were 
powerful that they could not have been defeated 
the Kuomintang which was ridden with corruption. 
the Kuomintang had taken the Communists into the 
government, General Marshall suggested, the Com- 
munists would have soon controlled the government 
because they were better organized and had definite 
policy. According Latourette most authorities agree 
that today there prospect successful opposition 
the Communist rule any Chinese force, that the 
Nationalists from Formosa could not win and hold 
substantial footing the mainland, even with Ameri- 
can help. 

Our record Japan much more encouraging. 
moot question whether Japan can ever become 
cratic the American understanding the term. But 
the occupation under General MacArthur laid the 
foundation for democratic regime and only history 
will tell whether these efforts will bear fruit. 
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The intervention the United Nations Korea was 
necessitated the wanton invasion South Korea 
the Communist North Koreans. the conduct the 
war the author presents clearly the strategy advocated 
the administration Washington and the policy 
proposed General MacArthur. does not choose 
between these policies but shows that our Constitution 
insists upon the subordination the military civilian 
authorities and that General MacArthur’s insubordina- 
tion made his recall imperative. 

Latourette draws three conclusions from the record 
our Far Eastern diplomacy. First, armed force has only 
limited and doubtful value unless accompanied 
wide political, cultural and economic policies. Second- 
ly, the outcome the Far East, well the rest 
the world, will determined primarily not 
armies, navies air power, but what men really be- 
lieve concerning the universe, the nature man, and 
the relation men one another and the universe. 
This what General MacArthur meant when said 
wisely: “The problem basically theological”. The 
Communists have definite convictions concerning these 
fundamental issues. must revitalize our Christian 
principles which are the basis true democracy and 
sell them the Far East. The third conclusion 
drawn from the record the importance the eco- 
nomic factors because democracy cannot thrive where 
there poverty, starvation and disease. 


historian Dr. Latourette tries avoid any politi- 
cal bias. presents impartially all the facts dis- 
puted issues and allows the reader draw his own 
conclusions. This book therefore enthusiastically 
recommended all Americans who want factual in- 
formation uncolored partisan politics about our for- 
eign policy the Far East. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, Illinois 
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Raynolds, Robert The Sinner Saint Ambrose 
Bobbs-Merrill. Aug. 11, 1952. 437p. $3.75. 

Mr. Raynolds has list six previously published 
novels listed the fly-leaf facing the title page this 
seventh effort; and one must not, therefore, consider 
him amateur new arrival the field fiction. 
Unfortunately otherwise, have not read any the 
earlier works Mr. Raynolds. impression, after 
this seventh Mr. Raynolds’ novels, would 
have led me, had not been otherwise informed, 
conclude that this was “first novel”. Perhaps 
his first essay into historical fiction; perhaps not. And 
likewise difficult determine whether Mr. Ray- 
nolds has done any previous work the chaotic cen- 
tury Western Rome’s collapse, which forms the scene 
and subject The Sinner Saint Ambrose. One sus- 
pects that the author was fascinated certain paral- 
lelisms the politico-social, ethical and religious con- 
ditions that time with those the present generation 
the heirs Rome’s culture. Historians before Spen- 
gler and long before Boethius have noted the surface 
semblance cycles cultures and tempting 
play the prophet looking present problems through 
the perspective the past. But the danger always 
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that the man Now interprets the men Then ac- 
cording his own age and conditions and cannot 
dissociate himself from the climate his own times 
speak dispassionately those other times. Personal 
prejudices have way distorting the view the past 
the present. And there results interpretation 
which called “tendentiousness”. Any man’s limita- 
tions being what they are, this probably inevitable. 
And still open question whether any one man’s 
view the past can completely valid. 


the other hand, (begging the late Stephen Leacock’s 
indulgence), one should respect the sincerity any 
author’s claim objectivity presenting his view 
things has and does see them. And this par- 
ticularly apt approaching discussion historical 
novel, which avowedly fiction only based reality, 
even more appropriately when the period history 
being presented not clearly known from contemporary 
documents preserved incorrupt for later study. And 
when the novelist uses the device seeing, pro- 
fessedly seeing, that period through the ego fictional 
person complex character, invented for the purpose, 
criticism historicity the more disarmed. 


Mr. Raynolds’ comment the tempora atque mores 
the latter half the fourth century, A.D., obvi- 
ously flavored his conviction that our own situation 
dangerously similar. 


“To think the government 
father, guardian and provider—was now im- 
bued the blood the people that one wanted 
anything for the country because the govern- 
ment was supposed everything for everybody. 
And course each man ought take all could 
get for himself while could. Money saved 
the cities repair public works was dissipated 
down the runnels bribery and corruption. Thou- 
sands deserters from the army infested the back 
country lurked the city slums. More and more 
weary despairing people crowded into cities live 
the public dole. Our secret police agents, who 
were supposed guard public property and prevent 
maltreatment persons, had devised thousand 
new forms corruption. kept hundreds 
clerks busy writing out new edicts, rules and regula- 
tions, trying bolster with legal rhetoric the 
Theodosian Code the moral rot countless indi- 
viduals. 


The ruin individuals comes before social calamity; 
and when there public ruin, then slowly the moral 
mending person person the way new and 
good society. But nobody wanted begin the re- 
sponsibility himself. The general sense was that 
the government ought straighten things out, and 
didn’t right away, then who headed the 
government—Stilicho—ought killed.” 
Count Gregory the Julian gens who the know-all, 
see-all, tell-all “hero”, the sinner whom Saint Am- 
brose had said, more than once, “Your sins mine” 
(thus the title, awkward be), the recorder the 
above and hundreds other paragraphs commentary 


the lives and times the historical persons and 


events the midst which lived. lineal de- 
scendant Julian the Apostate emperor, (apostate 
from Christianity paganism), and related also 


would 
were 
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Gregory, bishop Nazianzen, this fictional Gregory 
compound-complex humanistic paganism, Arian 
deviations from the orthodox Christian doctrine, Pe- 
lagian pragmatism, and mystic yearnings for the pure 
love God. has been exposed the teaching and 
example philosophical pagan father, fanatic for 
the old gods are Christians destroy them; Au- 
gustine, still half-pagan and half-Gnostic the early 
years that great man’s wanderings, (briefly) his 
tutor; Pelagius himself, who represented hearty 
and not very heady interpreter his own brand 
Christian action; Ambrose, saintly bishop Milan 
and one the truly great figures this any century; 
Theodosius and Stilicho and Alaric; and half- 
dozen women, fictional and non-fictional, for most 
whom the handsome, dashing Count Julian irresis- 
But Gregory Julian sounds very much like 
twentieth-century “non-denominational 
individual who prefers follow Christ feeling, free 
dogmatic and moral theology; “liberal” who resents 
any teaching authority which would deny him the 
pleasures instinct and inclination. And such, 
sounds very much like eighteenth-century theist. 
One suspects, further, that sounds very much like 
Robert Raynolds. 


But, theological differences aside—though Mr. Raynolds 
can disputed many his assumptions what 
were the times and teachings the troublous era 
has find the novel tediously styled. The 
writing over-rich, over-wrought. became weary 
succession stock phrases, favorite adjectives, such 


“serene passion”, “the humble holding her 
“vibrant agony”, “serene sweetness”, “incessant work- 


ings” (of this and that). Self-conscious involutions 
sentence structure seem intended either impart 
archaic flavor what is, the author’s device, the 
senile recall aged Gregory’s remembrance things 
past; make his account And any 
reader will revolt the “incessant” egoism, the in- 
credible omniscience and omnipresence this self- 
tormented, self-indulgent hero, the scene and the 
midst every crisis, devising plans for saving Rome, 
for feeding the starving millions; witnessing the deaths 
Theodosius, Stilicho, Serena; friend and con- 
fidant the historical greats all opposing camps, 
surviving shipwreck and attempted assassination, mob 
violence, battle, and domestic bickering. Annoying, 
too, the method stopping the tale-telling insert 
appreciative (and slanting) essays Saint Ambrose, 
Claudian the poet, Stilicho, Augustine. 


The Sinner Saint difficult reading; and 
that the author’s Gibbonesque its con- 
cept Rome’s decline and fall, and that is, too, partly 
the author’s fault. “incessantly” tendentious 
its presentation the conflicting philosophies the 
period, probably because the author has clear philos- 
ophy his own, philosophy which eclectic 
that will accept bits and theses all the varying 
philosophies make some jigsaw pattern which can 
rearranged one’s convenience. Yet must respect 
the author for his attempt see others other times 
sees himself and would have others see them- 
selves. Adults who have patience and sound moral 
and theological principles will find some reward The 
Sinner Saint Ambrose; but its pretentiousness and 
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platitudes make too heavy for recommendation the 
average adolescent 

University Scranton 


Douglas, William Beyond the High Himalayas 
Doubleday. Sept. 18, 1952. 352p. $5.00. 


you are normal person, i.e., one who likes good 
travel books, this one will keep you long past your 
regular bedtime. Justice Douglas, the United States 
Supreme Court, can always make his living telling 
his travels, the event that becomes tired 
sitting the big mausoleum Washington, the pres- 
ent home the Supreme Court. writes interest- 
ingly and apparently very understandingly far people 
and strange places. takes along his movie and still 
cameras and knows how use them, evident 
from the black and white pictures and also from the 
Kodachromes scattered throughout the book. Well 
made maps are found inside the front and back covers 
the book, and the reader will find himself turning 
them constantly, because almost all the place names 
will new and strange. 


Although this particular trip was made the summer 
1951, Justice Douglas visited India 1950 order 
plan the trip. The 1951 trip, made foot, mule- 
back, horseback, Chevrolet, and plane, just 
mention some the means transportation used, took 
Douglas from Delhi into the Himalayan country, 
into Afghanistan and the general area just south the 
U.S.S.R. and China. 

Douglas evidently much more than amateur 
botanist, his observations the flora the area 
give evidence. makes scores acute statements 
about the people encountered; you learn about the 
food, life, etc., people who are almost unbelievably 
poor, families with cash incomes less than two 
dollars per year, women who make five hundred 
mile shopping trip, foot, order buy little 
talcum powder and hair oil; the fare the 
teers, food which most westerners would find nauseat- 
ing, but which seems give these hardy people stamina 
which westerners can not approach. learn 
the interesting visit which Douglas made the Incar- 
nate Lama, boy who was eleven years old when 
Douglas saw him. There were risks and dangers 
ciated with the trip; there were the constant changes 
temperature, and the disastrous effects the high 
altitudes, the so-called “pass poison”. During the 
course few hours was common the high 
scorching rays almost unbearable sun. The trip 
was test human endurance the strict sense 
the word. Few readers will have any desire emulate 
what Douglas did, gathered the for this 
exciting book. 

Douglas made the trip primarily because wanted 
find out something for himself about these people 
central Asia. believes that the teeming millions 
Asia will influence world history much greater 
the near future than they have the past. 
order bring about closer relations with the 
Chinese, Douglas recommends that extend 
matic recognition China. Rightly wrongly, 
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believes that can thereby begin alienate China 
from Russia. believes that should try extend 
aid the Asiatics the village level, rather than 
the upper levels, have been doing. present 
are simply enabling feudalism continue, accord- 
ing our observer. also asks that kindness, 
strange word diplomacy, shown toward Asia. 
writes: “If Asia knew our affections well our 
power, could wedded her great and noble 
deeds. The threat Soviet imperialism would dis- 
appear mad dream another psychopathic per- 
sonality. Stalin would then have allied against him the 
most cunning, the most implacable, the most unforgiv- 
ing enemy his godless creed has ever known. The 
energies, the schemes, the wiles Asia would then 
plotting against him day and night” (p. 233). Does 
this seem like strange language does 
only because this not the stereotyped version travel 
book. different; think better. will per- 
haps make you more curious than you have ever been 
about world which seem know little. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


* * * 


Saroyan, William 
The Bicycle Rider Beverly Hills 
Scribner’s. Sept. 22, 1952. 178p. $3.00. 

may say now, the age forty-four, that wanted 
write that would have something interesting 
read, for while everything read was quite good, some 
wonderful, believed that would write better, 
Saroyan sentence and sentiment, yet its arrogance 
should balanced with this one: “The foolishness 
writing comparison with what wanted write 
infuriated for years.” The pain and the glory 
writing—and the experience which led the need 
for expression—provide the tensions which make this 
biographical essay one the best Saroyan’s books. 
Today William Saroyan pays high rent live 
Beverly Hills. His son bicycle rider there now, and 
father and son ride down the hills was not 
very long ago that William Saroyan was grim and 
earnest bicycle rider, for Western Union, Fresno. 
remembers those days poverty and family struggle 


with unsentimental fondness and gives brief but 


lightening glimpses his parents and his early 
years. keeping rhythm,” writes, think- 
ing life and general and bicycling particular, 
the source and impulse This book relates the 
thythm life that art way that will please 
Saroyan’s devotees and quite possibly gain him great 
many new ones. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington 


> * * 
Luce, Clare Boothe, ed. Saints for Now 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 12, 1952. 312p. $3.50. 


Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce does not need any introduction. 
Since her conversion few years ago she has tried 
make the teachings the Catholic faith better known 


her lectures and writings. 


Saroyan Luce Hamburger 141 


the present book she 
has shown how the principles Catholicism have be- 
come, were, incarnate the creatures flesh and 
blood whom call saints. 


Judging from her own splendid introduction the 
meaning sanctity she eminently qualified write 
the biographies the saints. But instead she asked 
twenty her literary friends “choose saint they 
felt they would especially like write about, whether 
because the saint has personal significance for the 
writer message for the world this moment, 
for any other reason” (p. 4). 


result see writers like Paul Gallico and Whit- 
taker Chambers entering the field hagiography. 
Other prominent authors who complied with her re- 
quest are Alfred Noyes, Wyndham Lewis, Evelyn 
Waugh, and Thomas Merton. 

There are studies seventeen different saints for St. 
Francis Assisi and St. John the Cross were chosen 
twice and Kathleen Norris wrote short prayer St. 
Jude the form poem. Some the saints this 
book have had many biographers: Augustine, Benedict, 
Aquinas, Thomas More, Ignatius Loyola, Francis Xavier, 
Francis Sales, Cure Ars, and St. Therese 
Lisieux. But there are also some 
known figures St. Helena, Simeon Stylites, Hilda 
Whitby, Radegune, and Pius 

Were religious and priests the sole authors these 
biographies they would some instances have em- 
phasized events the lives the saints traits 
their character that are passed over silence these 
pages. But since the main purpose this book 
show the “timeliness” the saint for the people our 
day, Mrs. Luce limited her selection lay men and 
women with the exception Thomas Merton and 
Sister Madeleva. 

These articles give evidence extensive reading and 
careful preparation. them are very well written 
and perhaps their authors may encouraged write 
full-length biography their favorite saint. Three that 
particularly impressed were St. John the Apostle 
Alfred Noyes, St. Thomas More Barbara Ward, and 
St. Therese Karl Stern. also found here one 
the best apologias for St. Simeon Stylites, who usually 
dismissed “crack-pot”, and for the 
decree Pope Pius which excommunicated 
and deposed Queen Elizabeth. 

This book recommended for general reading. 
should encourage imitate well admire the 
saints. For all need learn from them, Evelyn 
Waugh says his closing sentence St. Helena that 
God “wants different thing from each us, laborious 
easy, private, but something which 
only can and for which were created” (p. 


43). 
Reverend Stephen McKenna, C.S.S.R., 
Church the Immaculate Conception, 
New York, New York 


* * 


Hamburger, Philip Marquand, Esquire 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 18, 1952. 114p. $2.00. 

This slim book, something tour force (which 
French for feat skill grandstand play), labelled 
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Portrait the Form Novel; clever short 
biography the author Pulham, Esquire, The 
Late George Apley, and (unless Mr. Marquand’s new 
book comes off the presses before this does) most re- 
cently Melville Goodwin, U.S.A., that not 
count the dramatization Point Return. Sub- 
scribers The New Yorker have already read Mar- 
quand, Esquire, the March 29, April and April 12, 
(1952), issues that esteemed weekly and thus have 
saved $1.40 (figuring each issue its newsstand price 
lisher has taken the book, indicating that offence 
has been taken where none, obviously, was meant. 


reminds Corey Ford whose wont was 
review new book the style its author authoress, 
giving tart wryness his comment his parody 
the object under discussion. Mr. Hamburger’s method 
Mr. Marquand neat imitation the 
more obvious characteristics the Marquand method 
telling story revenez-y temps perdu 
touched off small details the present, not 
genuine Marquand, but reasonable enough facsimile 
thereof and genial enough save from being merely 
impish aping. 

Under the guise writer for Sweep “assigned 
write article about John Marquand, the 
Philip Hamburger, alias Allison Craig (who might 
himself), meets his subject N.Y.N.H.&H. 
train from Grand Central Boston and accompanies 
him back Newburyport where the novelist read 
paper before the Tuesday Night Club. How Craig 
got his job with Sweep, how Sweep writer managed 
inveigle the novelist into such long “interview” 
distracted me, for Craig, with without his morning 
coffee, awkward and amateurish and somewhat aim- 
less. That, however, matter, because J.P. himself 
keeps reminiscing and manages get pretty nearly 
everything important, from his being turned down 
Dodge when wanted scholarship for Harvard 
(he went, anyhow, and loathed and liked it), sitting 
jury-meetings the Book-of-the-Month Club 
Selection Board. lot little sidelights are tied into 
some Mr. Marquand’s possessions, g., statuette 
Kwan-Lin recalls Peiping the place where Mr. 
met his wife. 


Mr. Hamburger’s name crops often and almost any- 
where the successive issues The New Yorker. 


has been Reporter Large from number different 


localities, critic music and T-Vagaries; also (it 
whispered) has been having hand, now and then, 
the preparation the antepasto known “The 
Talk the And course there has been this 
Profile, which sure Marquand, Esquire, en- 
joyed. But J.P. should warned; does not file 
injunction, this Hamburger fellow may giving 
him run for his royalties. 


Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Ruark, Robert Grenadine’s Spawn 
Doubleday. Aug. 21, 1952. 253p. $3.00. 


Some years ago the author wrote what might 
“historical” novel whose chief character was out- 


Best SELLERs 


Amber Amber. Briefly, Grenadine Etching, the girl 
who invented cigarettes, cocktails, modern advertising, 
psychoanalysis, radio and sex, pirouetted through 
series adventures, intended satires some the 
phenomena modern life, but exaggerated 
bring the book within the realm fantasy. Grena 
dine’s Spawn sequel wherein Grenadine died and 
turned the world over her assorted children, Peter— 
firebug, Abercrombie—a feminist, Uranium—a mad 
scientist and Jeter—a lusty Hollywoodian. There was 
child Opal Entwhistle but she merely 
cashed the rackets while the others Army and 
State Department and A.E.C. not only continued their 
mother’s efforts but eventually succeeded complet- 
ing the task destroying the world gratifying their 
own desires. The spawn’s adventures, course, carry 
them through modern events until Urey creates the 
super-X bomb which ends the story. Some reviewers 
may hint moral the story but this one agrees 
with the author who states tongue-in-cheek intro- 
duction “Come think it, never did see such 
worthless book this one—and neither, imagine, did 
anybody else”. Vulgar, obscene, pornographic are the 
descriptive terms which may aplied; the book not 
only valueless but would harmful any class 
reader. 


Sievers, Harry J., S.J. 
Benjamin Harrison: Hoosier Warrior, 1933-1865 
Regnery. Sept. 29, 1952. 331p. $5.00. 


Over the years succession scholars have sought 
preserve biography the names, careers and personali- 
ties our Presidents. 1939 there were, with two ex- 
ceptions, adequate, some cases 
raphies all our Chief Executives from Lincoln 
Woodrow Wilson. Only the lives William 
ley and Benjamin Harrison had not yet received satis- 
factory treatment. McKinley still awaits 
biographer, but Harrison has now found one Father 
Harry Sievers. 


enjamin Harrison passed his childhood The Point, 
the Ohio farm his father, John Scott Harrison. 
performed the usual hard chores the American farm 
boy the period, and had the usual recreations— 
fishing, hunting, and swimming. Occasionally was 
taken the nearby farm his famous grandfather, 
General William Henry Harrison. There, the Gen- 
eral’s library, early developed taste for history and 
biography. Although John Scott Harrison was often 
pinched for money, provided tutors for his children 
and 1847, managed send Ben Farmer’s College 
Walnut Hills, suburb Cincinnati. seventeen, 
young Harrison entered Miami University Oxford, 
Ohio. There acquired something reputation 
speaker and debater. was active temperance 
work (America was then the midst one its 
periodic prohibitionist crusades) and for time 
sidered entering the Presbyterian ministry. gradu- 
ating 1852, decided favor the Bar, however, 
and with the aid his father, was allowed study 
the office Bellamy Storer, prominent Cincinnati 
attorney. 1853, married Miss Caroline Scott, and 
the spring 1854, having completed his legal studies, 
Harrison settled Indianapolis—then growing town 
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almost 16,000. The first months the new city 
were difficult for the Harrisons. 1854 was year 
business recession, and wasn’t until the spring 1855 
that things began brighten. One the community’s 
successful lawyers, William Wallace, wished enter 
who could manage legal business while was the 
stump. chose Harrison his partner, and 
brief, let said that the venture prospered and 
subsequent years Harrison became one the state’s 
leading attorneys. 


The 1850’s witnessed profound transformation the 
American party system. The Whig Party faltered and 
died, and new political parties arose contest with 
the Democrats. For Benjamin Harrison these changes 
presented profound problem. The family tradition 
was Whig. William Henry Harrison had served 
Whig President, and John Scott Harrison entered Con- 
gress Whig 1853. Despite General Harrison 
and his own father’s disapproval, Ben Harrison soon 
cast his lot with the newly formed Republican Party. 
1857 was elected city attorney Indianapolis, 
1858 became Secretary the State Republican Cen- 
tral Committee, and two years later was chosen 
Reporter the Indiana Supreme Court. 


When the Civil War broke out, Unionists had high 
hopes that would short, but the tide battle dis- 
abused them the notion, and the summer 1862, 
was evident that new and vigorous efforts must 
made win. Encouraged Governor Oliver Mor- 
ton, Harrison now set out raise new regiment—the 
Seventieth Indiana. wasn’t until May, 1864, that 
Harrison and his men saw real action—in the Battle 
Resaca, the first large battle the Georgia campaign. 
Harrison bore himself well here, and result his 
conduct the Battle Peach Tree Creek the follow- 
ing July, was promoted the rank Brigadier- 
General. 


September, 1864, Governor Morton summoned Har- 
Indiana for special duty. war hero, 
was charged with combating Copperheadism, enlisting 
recruits, and campaigning for the re-election Lincoln 
and the Republican ticket. Incidentally, found time 
conduct successful bid for re-election Supreme 
Court Reporter. Various circumstances prevented his 
taking any further part active fighting, but was 
Washington for the “Grand Review” the victorious 
troops May, 1865, and June was discharged 
from the Army. was the threshold brilliant 
career the Indiana Bar—a career which was take 
him the United States Senate and eventually the 
White House. this point that Father Sievers 
closes his volume. future date will trace the 
later stages Harrison’s life. 


Benjamin Harrison: Hoosier Warrior careful work 
scholarship and important contribution the 
literature American history. Father Sievers has con- 
sulted enormous amount manuscript material 
addition the printed sources and has been able 
great wealth detail which brings Harrison 
life. One looks forward the his 
second volume. 

Richard Grigg, 

Milton, Massachusetts 


Ponsonby Cleaveland 
‘Ponsonby, Sir Frederick 
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Recollections Three Reigns 
Dutton. Sept. 22, 1952. 494p. $5.00. 


Sir Frederick Ponsonby, first Lord Sysonby, served the 
British royal family over period forty years. Ap- 
pointed equerry Queen Victoria 1894, soon 
took the duties Assistant Private Secretary and 
continued these capacities the reigns King Ed- 
ward VII and King George 1914, George 
made him Keeper the Privy Purse, post which 
filled until his death 1935. His Recollections touch 
not all the politics his era, but rather the 
life the Court and its personalities. the words 
his editor, Mr. Colin Welch, Sir Frederick was cour- 
tier his finger-tips”. was proud his profession 
and matters ceremony was “absolutely his 
element. His knowledge what was done and not 
done, worn not worn, said left unsaid, was exact 
and comprehensive; minor slip etiquette uni- 
form escaped his notice.” These attitudes and values 
crowd Sir Frederick’s pages almost the exclusion 
anything else. Fully half the book devoted the 
ceremonies attendant upon royal visits abroad, and 
surely third must occupied accounts crises 
provoked problems decorations and uniforms. 
Those who have unusually voracious appetite for 
“what was done and not done, worn and not worn.. 
the late Victorian and Edwardian periods and the 
reign George will find here and there points 
interest, but suspect that most readers will find Recol- 
lections Three Reigns vast and unmitigated bore. 


Richard Grigg, 
Milton, Massachusetts 


Cleaveland, Agnes Morley Satan’s Paradise 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 16, 1952. 274p. $3.00. 
Satan’s Paradise was what the Methodist circuit rider, 
Reverend Thomas Harwood, called Cimarron, New 
Mexico, when the meaning the Spanish word could 
taken its literal sense. 


This interesting account some the pioneers 
from the time Cimarron’s fabulous Lucien Max- 
well whose gaudy statue guards the town today the 
more immediate experiences Fred Lambert, notable 
law enforcement officer there for many years. was 
collaboration with the latter that the book was 
assembled and Mr. Lambert that the author 
pays tribute for much the factual detail and for the 
characteristic illustrations. 


Mrs. Cleaveland opens with reference the first 
Cimarron’s early citizens, Lucien Maxwell, who held 
feudal sway over the region under the Maxwell Land 
Grant until its purchase railway syndicate. Those 
were the days Billy the Kid and Kit Carson. Dick 
Wootton, “Uncle Dick” the author refers him, 
became synonymous with the toll road built over 
the Raton Pass. Clay Allison’s name recalls the drama- 
tic career rugged individualist who rode with the 
law his hip and the case Charles Kennedy, 
accused multiple murder his Indian wife, sug- 
gests incident where Allison was apparently justi- 
fied leading posse balance the scales. The 
Black Jack Gang led Tom Ketchum spelled terror 
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the early settlers and for years cattle rustling and 
way train robbery could invariably attributed 
them. The account Henry Lambert, Fred’s father, 
perhaps one the most colorful the writer follows 
him from Nantes, France, where was born, 
Cimarron. Here, proprietor the St. James Hotel 
was become locally famous. Before this, 
stances had led him the kitchen the White House 
where acted chef President Lincoln. The 
author’s father William Raymond Morley, distinguished 
manager the Maxwell Land Grant and Railway 
Company and locating engineer for the Santa Rail- 
road, figured prominently the early settlement. 


The balance the book spent recollection how 
Cimarron became subdued the introduction law 
and order. For approximately years Fred Lambert 
served officer the peace New Mexico. Epi- 
sodes which played part could brighten many 
modern version life the wild West. Lambert was 
quiet man but Mrs. Cleaveland manages give the 
reader the picture official held high respect for 
his ability and forcefulness. the course writing 
Satan’s Paradise numerous references are made indi- 
viduals whose names are engraved the pages 
history the old south west. 

The book important addition Western 
Americana. Readers the cimarron country ought 
find especially interesting them, while others will 
appreciate its clarity, humour, and authenticity. 


Rosemary McCormack, 
Toronto, Canada 


Halsey, Margaret The Folks Home 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 13, 1952. 275p. $3.00. 


Thumbing through recent issue trade magazine 
devoted publishing business came across item 
that said are going make Margaret Halsey’s 
their book the Fall season. vigorous advertising 
campaign planned which, hoped, will push this 
high list readers’ choice. And predict, based 
specially the authoress’ previous reputation for 
wittily turned phrase epigrammatic tierce which 
has pinioned many the objects her attention, and 
associated with the fragrant memories her one smash- 
ing, humorous success, With Malice Towards Some, 
many unwary reader will pick with ex- 
pectant twinkle his eye. mightily disap- 
pointed. more ways than one. 

First, this isn’t the humor which one expects Halsey,. 
She has grown up; she’s now forty-two, has divorced 
her first husband, remarried, and has daughter 
four years about whom she mixed up. She worried 
that her child not growing into 
society which looks upon her with any kind love; 
society which sees her only consumer and not 
human personality. mother has set herself the task 
analyzing our modern American society; series 
conjunctive essays more less tied together within 
the framework sort psycho-socio-moral evalu- 
ation. 

serious piece, aimed making the reader 
little personal stock-taking. The writer alarmed, and 
justly so, with the spiritual dichotomy which splits most 
right down the middle our souls these days. 


Halsey Prescott 


Best 


It.is localized, contemporary look-see the uniquely 
American God Mammon conflict. any 
intelligent and half-aware human being this the 
schizophrenia our society. are raised, Miss 
Halsey puts it, Judeo-Christian ethic which in- 
forms our characters and personalities during the most 
maleable years our lives, our youth. Then, when 
are thrust into flatly materialistic, almost hedon- 
istic activity called business (the process earning 
livelihood) every spiritual value have been exposed 
to—and possibly absorbed—is denied its apparent valid- 
ity. The violent change from the ideal “love one 
another” that “dog eat dog” wreaks havoc with 
our psychotic composure: the result that Ameri- 
cans are the wealthiest people the world, but the most 
unhappy. That Miss Halsey’s thesis and she ex- 
pounds great length. Too much, fact. kept 
thinking the intellectual exercise the Metaphysical 
Poets with their exaggerated conceits read the work. 
This too bad, for frequently stopped read pas 
sages wife, commenting that the ideas made 
fine sense. But most the sermons and other 
spoken and written creations which have dealt with 
this same theme for several thousand years. 
the uniqueness its localized approach and its scat- 
tered appeal (the authoress wise enough not spe- 
cify any specific religious ideal; the Judeo-Christian 
ethos gets almost everybody our society) that may 
help this work reach many readers. 


But final word. absolute candor, compliment 


the writer for her sincerity and the rather 
plished way that she has planned her approach the 


material, but must admit that could not help feel- 
ing, subjectively perhaps, kind pietistic cant the 
whole presentation. elaborate: “business” her 
villain; contains mechanistic impersonality which 
demanding more and more that its participants reject 
their formulary ethos and accept it. Doesn’t that sound 
that the sort style which these 
ideas are fixed. Another, intangible and implicit, indi- 
cation the direction the emphasis these ideas 
the colors the jacket for the book: red, white, and 
good American. perhaps it’s the other way around! 
No, Miss Halsey offers real profound truths. She 
reporting sociological phenomena perceivable 
all. She skirts the periphery the only solution 
the modern American problem; she implies her 
desire for the Western ethic. And 
she takes nearly three-hundred pages it. She 
could have been more explicit and succinct: there 
only one link between ancient Judaism and contempor- 
ary Christianity, The Word made Flesh. Not living 
for caused the schism Adam’s soul; not living for 
will split man till the end time. 

John Coppinger, 

Speech and Dramatic Arts Department, 

University Maryland, 

Park, Maryland 


* * x 
Macmillan. Sept. 12, 1952. 631p. $5.00. 


moments fantasy, almost every adult, some 
time other, dreams time machine that 
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back the centuries and permit look different 
age. The historical novelist attempts somethink like 
this. The superficial workman this field balloons 
his little knowledge astronomic magnitude, usually 
the irritation and disgust all acquainted with the 
era. Not Miss Prescott. professional historian and 
story teller, she writes with authority and leaves 
the reader with the assurance that the age Henry and 
the Pilgrimage Grace unfolded with accuracy and 
rare fidelity. 

There plot the true sense that word. 
know begin that Henry will put Katherine away; 
that Anne will lose her head and that the Pilgrimage 
Grace will fail. From the first word know that 
Robin Aske will end hanging chains York Keep, 
lesson for anyone who cares look. Yet the story 
one rare power. fine blend scholarship and 
imaginative writing, fascinates, thrills and way 
instructs. the end the reader knows has found 
the time machine his fantasy, for has been living 
the midst Henry’s England. close range 
has watched the backwash Henry’s storm over- 
turned the palace, the castle, the cottage and the 
convent. 

Miss Prescott does this panoramic tapestry filled 
with million tiny people and equal number tiny 
details. Five figures stand out the sweep the 
story. There Christabel Cowper, Rennaisance 
prioress. She complicated character, worldly and 
finding security the possession goods. She 
greedy and without compassion for the poor. She loves 
the Faith but cannot see its impact daily life. The 
idea suffering for the Faith for her unthinkable. 
She fights preserve the priory because her prop- 
and another symbol her security. However 
there nothing her that gross obscene there 
others her class the book. 


Then there Lord Darcy, the symbol the old 
nobility. had gone pilgrimage for his Faith and 
was ready die for it. the end did. The point 
which the Faith brushed with politics creates him 
many tensions. the one hand hates the upstart 
who would trample the nobility. likewise de- 
tests the new doctrine that any evil better than civil 
war. The problem the honest man the face 
tyrannical king etched beautifully. treason the 
supreme crime? not, when Yet faced 
with rebellion, edges away; dislikes politic 
with the Commons dominant. 

The third great figure Robert Aske the leader the 
young lawyer who sees the way things are 
going. tries turn the tide, only betrayed 
his own judgment. thought that the king’s 
councillors and not the king were corrupt. His straight- 
forward, terse career comes stark brutal end 
York. Christabel Cowper, Darcy and Aske 
torical characters. Finally there Julian Savage and 
Malle. Julian illegitimate daughter noble 
who despises her shameless sister, hates God and those 
whom God made, Robert Aske excepted. Malle 
simpleton brought Marrick the suspicion that she 
was mermaid. Her visions were not authentic, but 
she firmly held that she saw The Man, i.e., Our Lord, 
over the way donkey. 
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Her visions are like Greek chorus commenting and 
giving point the deeper conflict deepening England 
Henry overthrows the Man’s Mystical Body. There 
always the implication that the men and women 
the era are quite insignificant the battle higher 
powers. 
The delineation Henry excellent. Miss Prescott 
takes sides and apparently has explicit thesis. 
However, deftly surgeon, stroke stroke, she 
exposes the obscenity man who could send two 
wives their deaths, murder thousands his subjects 
and bring his kingdom civil war. 
now the reader may well surmise that the reviewer 
liked the book. There one reservation made. 
Miss Prescott makes effort hide the corruption 
the times. The picture the religious life fairly 
black. However the researches man like Gasquet 
suggest that the whole picture was not only not black 
but not even deep grey. The book excellent from 
thousand points view. Especially noted the 
deft characterization and the historical detail every 
level. All this set magnificent panorama 
life, love, war and the Faith. 

James Redding, 

Emmanuel College, 

Boston, Massachusetts 


Hatch, Preble Homer the Handyman 
Crowell. Sept. 1952. 237p. $3.00. 


“About the only thing that could said Homer 
with precision was that whatever might doing 
today would almost certainly doing something 
else tomorrow.” For Homer Whimpleton (the name 
fictitious but the character and events are not) was 
do-dadder, Mr. Fixit, handyman, short, one 
those mechanical geniuses whose manual dexterity and 
mechanical inventiveness were peculiar agricul- 
tural America the late 19th Century. Homer could 
take stick and piece wire and build machine; 
give him two sticks and two pieces wire and could 
out-Goldberg Rube Goldberg—with the sole difference 
that Homer’s gadgets worked. And that was the key 
Homer—he wasn’t lazy, true Maine man ever was 
—he merely wanted get maximum work with 
minimum effort. Like Mr. Hatch’s earlier book 
Don’t Shoot the Bill Collector there distinct ffavor 
homely commonness about the present effort, flavor 
which have come associate with Maine folk. 
this vein Mr. Hatch writes about the adventures 
Homer, specialist tinkering, from the time built 
his own bicycle boy until ended his career 
building artificial prosthesis substitute for miss- 
ing leg. Throughout the book there runs vein wry 
humor and series funny incidents guaranteed 
wring least slight smile even from the most solemn. 
One two incidents render the book more suitable for 
adult readers. 


The Road 


Petersen, Herman 

Crowell. Sept. 22, 1952. 277p. $3.00. 
The action this story takes place the Chenango 
Valley upper New York State the 


dominant theme the struggle Hannah Burty 
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escape from the farm where she was born. The farm. 


poor one, located near swamp—a swamp which 
menaces them not only because the only access the 
farm through but also because serves hiding 
place for the Huggins men who are lawbreakers and 
thieves. 

Many involvements entangle Hannah before 
tains her ambition. She finally marries Simeon Hume 
and together they purchase farm beyond the Road— 
the same Road which has always been Hannah the 
symbol escape. Even then the shadow the Hug- 
ginses hangs over them until the death friend 
Hannah’s, George Matthews, brings the Hugginses 
justice. 

The book mildly interesting. The descriptions 
the swamp are good and the depiction the life 
those days—such the barn raising, the hop dances, 
the banding enraged farmers bent taking the law 
into their own hands—is vivid. The characters come 
life and one sympathizes with their immediate prob- 
lems. Their concern over their crops and cattle, their 
hard struggle for existence, their fight against the Hug- 
ginses primary importance them and the Civil 
War going the time evokes only passing interest 
from them. The book can recommended anyone 
who wants pick story for few hours 
relaxation. 

Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Smith, Allen Smith’s London Journal 
Doubleday. Sept. 25, 1952. 285p. $3.00. 


Allen Smith has done again. After five six 
weeks England, the funny man has come forth with 
pot-boiler that pointless wit, useless travel 
account, and positively deleterious document 
international understanding. This last true from 
either side the Atlantic. 
Even those who like Mr. Smith’s brand humor 
will find only two three lines the “journal” that 
are his best. common with many other our 
traveling jokesters has pre-occupation with toilet 
facilities running jest. 
Saddest all are the times when Mr. Smith being, 
here more than ever before, serious. His 
feigned and unfeigned ignorance, his espousal and ex- 
position Benthamism, and his sociological expedi- 
tions are pathetic. When not tasteless 
bad taste. 
Elaboration the contents the journal impossible 
and unnecessary. sufficient, sum up, say 
that man whose opinions are neither interest nor 
value has written book that not funny. Readers 
all ages and predilections (including the Anglo- 
phobe) will wasting their time. 

Doris Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Sih, Paul From Confucius Christ 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 11, 1952. 231p. $3.00. 


autobiography convert nearly always fasci- 
nating. the more when the author comes from 


SELLERs 


ancient people, whose culture has been revered for 
centuries. Dr. Sih leads step step with him 
the road the altar. the course the journey, 
reveals his own ideals and character. 


The author was sensitive student, who early his life 
had aspirations for truth and light. did not find this 
completely the teachings Confucius, Motse, and 
Buddha. Protestantism seemed repel him and Moral 
Rearmament failed meet his needs. was more 
inspired his contacts with Catholicism. men- 
tions particularly some nuns Rome (p. 112), the 
gracious influence Dr. (p. 132); the results 
prayer (pp. 187 ff.); and three apparent miraculous 
interventions Providence (pp. 128, 182, 203). Asa 
these factors, entered the Church April, 
This delicate book, written complete 
ness. The authors protrays himself humble 
servant, beset with many faults. Many the readers 
will reach different estimate the author and will 
welcome his sensitive and generous soul, seeking 
the truth all times. Likewise, they will welcome his 
story worthwhile addition the literature con- 


version. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Judd, Cyril 


Simon Schuster. 


Gunner Cade 
Aug. 27, 1952. 218p. $2.75. 


When Earth’s civilization was partially destroyed 


atomic bombs the leaders built caste system under 
emperor whose rule was system-wide with special 
indoctrination group and with professional fighters 
called Gunners. The gunner class was organized 
semi-chivalric basis with loyalty and abstinence stressed 
together with tradition and ritual. Gunners were 
arbitrarily assigned the Gunner Supreme the vari- 
ous stars (nations). The real ruler was the Power 
Master who pulled the strings puppet emperor. 
The system was corrupt with everyone striving 
Power Master. Gunner Cade was caught the web 
series plots wherein all his fundamental adher- 
ence the system was undermined. emerges from 
series adventures leading revolution Earth’s 
Martian colony and restoring freedom men. There 
little science involved; the book purely 
hackneyed adventure story; the inclusion certain 
incidents renders fit for adult consumption only. 


Hart-Davis, Rupert Hugh Walpole: Biography 
Macmillan. Aug. 19, 1952. 503p. $5.00. 

had thought, until reading this excellent biography, 
that had read most the novels Hugh Walpole. 
After all, his generation and fairly indiscrimi- 
nate somewhat voracious reader. remember, vague- 
and with memory some satisfaction, Fortitude, 
Jeremy, Jeremy and Hamlet, The Cathedral, 
moon, Rogue Herries, Judith Paris, The Fortress, Van- 
essa, John Cornelius, Captain Nicholas. They were 
good stories, enjoyable reading, times and spots 
annoying for one reason and another: one reason being 
predilection Walpole had for certain words that re- 
curred constantly, page after page, (“naked” favor- 
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ite adjective, applied trees, sky, river, house-fronts, 
almost everything except persons, in, recall, the last 
named novel above); another reason being prejudice 
Mr. Walpole’s that prompted him take pot-shots 
occasionally things Catholic. 


Now, dismay, find that these are only few 
the stories this indefatigable and thoroughly decent 
novelist published from 1909 until 1948. should 
one say that Walpole published only until his death 
Whit Sunday, June 1941 and the last four books 
bearing his name were posthumously published? There 
are sixty iterns listed Books Hugh Walpole one 
the appendices this thorough and thoroughly read- 
able biography. Seven the books are collections 
short stories; The Cathedral was published both its 
original form novel, 1922, and three-act play, 
1937; The Herries Chronicle assembles the four Her- 


ries novels one giant volume. 


The portrait Mr. Rupert Hart-Davis presents—skilfully 
culled from Walpole’s diaries; his journal fifteen 
volumes; his books, pamphlets, articles, reviews; letters 
and from his host friends, from Henry James and 
Arnold Bennett, Virginia Woolf, John Galsworthy, Jos- 
eph Conrad, and many other literary and non-literary 
contemporaries; interviews with many the people 
who were closely associated with Walpole; books 
other authors consulted pertinent Walpole’s life— 
remarkably three-dimensional. 


minister’s son, somewhat shy child, but almost 
from the beginning story-teller, Hugh Walpole won 
fame and fortune early; wrote prodigiously and with 
accomplished ease because, confessed, enjoyed 
writing. was constantly the search for “the 
perfect friend” and counted great number people 
whom “loved”. never married; came close 
only once and was somewhat relieved and grate- 
ful that the lady refused his proposal. indefatigable 
collector paintings, books, objects art, well 
personalities, seemed have insatiable zest for 
living. Yet was self-critical, though easily hurt 
adverse criticism his books; generous large and 
fashion, particularly with younger writers; 
and, spite apparent anti-clericalism deduced 
from certain his books, e.g., The Cathedral, was 
simply religious man, attending Church with fair regu- 
larity and consistently preoccupied with “God and the 
Devil, the struggle between good and evil”, not all 
embarrassed found kneeling his bed say his 
prayers. 


Hugh Walpole not considered among the 
writers his (and our) generation, had 
already rated himself among the third class (but 
will take little more time and 
More perspective make any such critical judgment 
his works. But certainly can said that 
likely future generations will enjoy his stories much 
did his own generation, which was confused and 
pernickety generation its reading-choices. The ever- 
green appeal Scott’s stories and Dickens’ should 
allow some basis for forecasting continued popularity 
for least the better dozen Walpole’s. 

Mr. Hart-Davis has not attempted make critical 
study the Works Hugh Walpole. has told his 


life, considerable detail and with more than modi- 
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cum friendly devotion, yet without sentimentalizing 
the subject. And has made his biography eminently 
readable. would have doubtless delighted Hugh 
Walpole and evoked dozen appreciative little notes 
from him, several pages complacent satisfaction 
his journal, and probably the present one his 
treasured paintings. left great number his 
manuscripts and rare books the King’s School, Can- 
terbury; number his paintings the Royal Gallery, 
and collection MSS, letters, water-colors, etc., 
the Fitz Park Museum, Keswick. 

biography notable figure twentieth century 
fiction, Hugh Walpole commended all readers 
and will “must” for libraries. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Gerson, Noel The Cumberland Rifles 
Doubleday. 1952. 314p. $3.50. 


Shortly after the American Revolution new state 
attempted join the confederation—the state 
Franklin. One its guiding geniuses was the re- 
doubtable Jack Sevier who had led the mountain men 
over the mountains help rush the British Southern 
Campaign. But Virginia and Carolina were desirous 
claiming Franklin their own and the tiny incipient 
state, later Tennessee, led perilous life dan- 
ger from Virginia, Spain and England. the Span- 
ish story which Mr. Gerson tells using Janus Elholm, 
professional mercenary, who, for woman, title 
and fortune, was hired Spanish foreign minister 
acquire Kentucky and Tennessee for the Dons. 
survey the country went spend year meet- 
ing Rosalind Walker, pretty, young, New England 
school mistress who was bring education the wil- 
derness. tried take her but was rebuffed. She 
turned her fellow-Bostonian, Harold Jordan, 
reality spy for Spain. When Harold repents and 
tries acquire Spanish secrets for the Americans 
captured and tortured Rosalind.. New Orleans 
Janus broken new foreign minister. escapes, 
rescuing Harold and Rosalind. They help the Ameri- 
cans beat off the Spanish and transformed Janus 
secures his Rosalind. novel adventure with 
slight historical flavor the book fairly interesting. 
Inclusion several incidents makes suitable only 
for adult readers. 


Cooke, David C., ed. 
Best Detective Stories the Year, 1952 
Sept. 22, 1952. 252p. $2.75. 


The gracious response this compiler’s apology for 
weaker collection 1952 than earlier years would 
polite denial. Unfortunately, the further one reads 
among the twelve short stories here included, the 
deeper the conviction that the majority the items 
are dull, and that the term “detective” has been very 
loosely used. Six stories have detective 
their casts—and the seventh only slapstick private 
eye; four have murder; one hoax. If, however, 
one translates detective story story about crime 
one kind another, then these tales are detective 
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stories, even though some them have mystery 
unravel. 


Four come from Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine; two 
each from Collier’s and This Week; one each from 
Argosy, The Elks, Male, and Bluebook. 


Most capably written are the story good cop, 
“Night the Warehouse” Peacock; and the 
unethical yarn successful bank robber who paid 
society back for the undeserved prison sentence had 
served, Foran’s “The There are 


several candidates for the least original ribbon. 


Helen Butler Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Kelly, Walt Pogo 
Simon Schuster. Aug. 27, 1952. 190p. $1.00. 
Another delightful product Walt Kelly’s cartooning 
and satirical genius will make all dyed-in-the-wool Pogo 
fans joyful. Named for the last sequence the book, 
Pogo includes the madly, mock-serious treatment 
the portable, smoke-filled room which all good 
presidential candidates are elected. was the news- 
paper serialization this phase life the Okefeno- 
kee swamp that gave rise the “Pogo for President” 
movement; demonstrations favor the little possum 
for president have disrupted normal life many our 
foremost colleges and many undergraduate sports 


Today, the people who don’t understand Pogo are 
fewer number and this book will save that many 
more from clipping and pasting the daily comic strips 
into scrapbooks. One last remark for the uninitiated: 
you either love Pogo, you won’t understand him 
all; but you want get good look all the popu- 
lar swamp characters who act like people you know, 
this book much better sample than the sporadic 
look the daily newspaper. 


Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Partridge, Bellamy Fill Up! 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 22, 1952. 235p. $4.50. 

Early motor cars were built Europe and today many 
our sleeker and more expensive models still come 
from England and Italy. But was America during 
the past years that the almost fantastic 
development the automobile occurred from the 
horseless carriage whose racing speed was fifteen miles 
per hour the modern stock car whose speedometer 
graduated one hundred miles per hour and 
some fools even use it. Bellamy Partridge, who noted 
for his short and readable works various bits the 
American scene, has taken the automobile hand 
and has produced brief history its development 
the United States. history factual one with 


aspects the automobile its significance modern 
life. 
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Beginning with Charles and Frank Duryea who built 
the first car the United States 1895 and with 
won the first American road race, the author tells the 
stories Ford and Haynes, the Stanley twins, Barney 
Oldfield and host others who pioneered auto- 
mobile building. describes many features the 
cars but gives more about their performance. Auto 
shows, stock car races, the formation the clubs ante- 
dating the AAA, the Glidden Tour, the Vanderbilt 
Cup, roads and the Lincoln Highway, diaries trips 
and many other incidents automobiling are chron- 
icled. There note the fate the auto during 
the War and another the present problems whose 
solutions will determine the automobile practices 
the future. 

This book not definitive history the automobile 
any its aspects. Rather Mr. Partridge simply 
wrote about some the interesting items connected 
with the development the automobile and wrote 
about them compellingly that those middle 
age have little difficulty recalling many them from 
our own memories. The book illustrated; there 
index; short chronology automobile history 
appended; the book suitable for all classes readers. 


Miller, Max Always the Mediterranean 
Dutton. Sept. 16, 1952. 256p. $3.50. 

are often told that there use arguing with 
success. That being the case, may well enthusi- 
astically approve this book and close the review. Max 
Miller, Commander, U.S.N.R., already has twenty-two 
books his credit. have read but one them and 
did not find especially helpful interesting, but that 
may have been fault. 

his twenty-third book, Miller attempts tell the 
history the Mediterranean vessels the Sixth 
Fleet, which was officer, visited various Medi- 
terranean ports. Admittedly this has been 
history, with far reaching consequences for the rest 
the world. Much ancient history presented very 
informal fashion, and some readers may like this tech- 
nique. This reviewer still likes read complete sen- 
tences, whereas Miller seems love write such 
complete ones the following: “The first Tiber bridge 
having been just low spindly thing, hardly more than 
gangplank” (p. 172); and “One the wars having 
been caused two ambassadors getting into 
ment over lapdog” (p. 174). 

Miller has particular aversion for the Crusades. 
them writes: “One the main ideas the Crusades 
the first place, through the speeches Peter the 
Hermit, was that any European could sin his jolly best 


his hometown, and then find quick redemption and 


eternal life crossing the Mediterranean Asia, and 
there kill for himself many natives possible 
single day” (p. 86). According Miller there was 
great and needless slaughter when the members the 
First Crusade took Jerusalem July 15, 1099, and 
adds: “Then nightfall, with nobody left slaughter, 
the Crusaders, still hysterical with joy, waded 
skidded their way through the mire blood the 
Church the Sepulchre. There they ‘put their blood- 
stained hands together prayer, having been baptized 
the wine-press the Lord’” (p. 87). many 
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similar passages there seems evidence that Miller 
possesses only limited understanding the compli- 
cated history the Mediterranean. 


Paul Kinery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Fernan, John J., S.J. 

Theology—A Course for College Students 
Volume Christ Prophet and King. Moyne College, 
1952. 309p. 
According the acknowledgment the author, this 
textbook for College Freshmen contains the recasting 
and completion unfinished text written some 
years ago Father Murray, S.J. The present 
volume comprises four parts: Part One excellent 
treatment the features the four gospels, historical 
and literary and Inspiration; Part Two contains 
satisfactory summary the historical background 
which necessary for intelligent understanding 
the data the Gospels; Part Three narrates the Public 
Life Jesus Christ, i.e. the events Christ’s Life 
from the appearance John the Baptist down Holy 
Thursday; Part Four devoted the more penetrating 
and detailed considerations the Divinity Christ, 
and the Church which was established Christ. 


Clearly, side side with this volume the student and 
reader must have the text the four Gospels. 


textbook for college students, this volume may 
well become best-seller. For study-groups which are 


interested group-discussions about the four Gospels 
and the Life Christ this volume can valuable 


reference-book basic text. Readers the 
Gospels will find this volume inspiration and guid- 
ance. 


Fr. Fernan congratulated for accomplishing 
very commendable fashion difficult task. 


William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 

The Case the Moth-eaten Mink 
Morrow. Apr. 30, 1952. $2.50. 
While Perry Mason and Della Street are dining 
Morris Alburg’s restaurant, frightened waitress aban- 
dons her appointed post and runs from the building 
terrified haste. When restauranteur Alburg informs 
Mason that Dixie Dayton, the fugitive servitor, has run 
off without her mink coat, moth-eaten but still accept- 
ably mink, the legal eagle displays polite interest. His 


soars, however, when moments later the police 


inform him that (a) someone has attempted kidnap 
and/or shoot Miss Dayton, and (b) that she has been 
tun down passing motorist. 


With his usual zest, Perry Mason follows trail marked 
Room 815 the flea-bitten Keymont Hotel, message 
lipstick, wired hotel room, two highly implausible 


alibis, good cop and stubborn witness truth 


another courtroom victory over pompous, posturing 
District Attorney Hamilton Burger. 


Fernan Gardner Redmond Hokinson Phillips 149 


When Erle Stanley Gardner good, very, very 
good; and when bad, is, worst, mediocre. 
The Case the Moth-eaten Mink, with its skimpy 
characterization, will never become classic detec- 
tive fiction, but the old master does make around 
about par for the course. 

Frank Gerrity, 

University Scranton 


What Know About Boys 
33p. $1.00, 


Redmond, Louis 
Hanover House, 1952. 


Redmond, Louis What Know About Girls 
Hanover House, 1952. 33p. $1.00, 


Two delightful and charming collections photo- 
graphs which appeared originally Coronet Magazine, 
the Girls January, 1952; the Boys August, 1952. 
The pictures are delightfully characteristic and the 
brief text admirably sympathetic. gift for young 
parents boys girls, these slim volumes would, 
would seem, appreciated. 


Hokinson, Helen There Are Ladies Present 
Dutton. 1952. 87p. $2.75. 


This would appear round-up the sketches 
Mrs Middle-Age Suburban, (for which the late 
Helen Hokinson deservedly famous), that have not 
previously been included one the other several 
collections, e.g., Best Girls, When Were You Built? 
and The Ladies, God Bless The Hokinson Dames 
are laughable but with difference; the scent rue 
each. They want much sophisticated and 
social; and they are always bit simple-minded and 
single-hearted; bit sad see their deliberate daffiness. 
But these are not the best Hokinson, though almost 
all Hokinson good. particularly sympathized 
with the lady who tells the book-shop clerk always 
mistrust them when they take lot prizes”. You 
know, she right! And honest. 


Phillips, Alexandra Blessing the Hounds 
Dutton. Aug. 11, 1952. 316p. $3.50. 


This story about Gogo Amblis, daughter socially 
prominent but longer wealthy Virginian family, 
who, hunt Port Moorage, met Fritz Marlin. Mar- 
lin, whose background was one poverty, was now 
one the most highly paid columnists the United 
States. fell love with Gogo and although she 
yielded him for one brief interlude the episode only 
served make clear him that Gogo would not 
marry him. 

Despite this, both because liked the rolling Virginia 
country and because hoped some day win Gogo 
for his wife and settle there, Marlin purchased 
old house and set about renovating it. After sojourn 
abroad foreign correspondent during World War 
Marlin repaired his hilltop home decide his 
future. Was continue working journalist for 
the sake financial security was attempt 
write book thus incurring the risk poverty? Gogo, 
meanwhile wrestled with her own particular problem 
whether not marry Marlin and forego the 
wealthy marriage she should make. Only after much 


150 Questions and Answers from the Book Knowledge 
Graves Davis Cuppy Guthrie Thomas Scott Spellman 


indecision and after spill from horse which left 


Gogo slightly crippled was the solution found. 


Frankly, neither one the leading characters par- 
ticularly appealing nor can the reader take their prob- 
lems heart. for one, was vastly indifferent their 
solution. Though attempt made include some 
spectacular scenes—as the one about the flood for ex- 
ample—the book somehow does not convince. Many 
the minor characters, such Marlin’s ex-wife, 
old matriarch, worthless son garage owner 
name few, are rather artificial. 


The blessing the hounds, from which the book gets 
its title, occurs briefly the novel. Altogether—a dis- 
appointing book. 
Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


REPRINTS 


Questions and Answers from the Book 
Knowledge 

(Selected the Editors The Book Knowledge.) Pocket 
Books, 1952. (C-61) 326p. $0.35. 

helpful little handbook for those who not wish 
cart around complete set the many volumes 
the Book Knowledge and who wish armed 
against such queries “Why the Sky Blue?” “Why 
does furniture make noise night?” “Do animals talk 
one another?” “Is woman’s brain smaller than 
man’s?” (Answer Yes!) “What the principal 
the atom bomb?” and scores other nagging questions. 
Should make quiz programs even more intolerable; but 
makes interesting reading with ulterior motive. 


Graves, Robert The Golden Ass Apuleius 
Pocket Books, 1952. (C-62) 264p. $0.35. 

credit Robert Graves the author’s position be- 
cause this reprint his “new” translation pub- 
lished Farrar, Straus Young September, 1951. 
For adult readers only, this ribald pagan satire late 
Roman mores and lack morals has been made racier 
such thing classic that genre, might better 
have been left unreprinted, the higher price range. 
not the sort thing put out the drug-store 
book-shelves, the racks news-stands. Age does 
not mellow the fromaginous stench such relics 
millenial decadence. 


Davis, Beulah Land 
Pocket Books, 1952. (No. 889) 292p. $0.25. (Origi- 
nally published Morrow, May, 1949.) 

Best Sellers June 1949, classifies this novel “the 
rigors and hardships early pioneer life” for adults, 
and comments favorably “as easy-going narra- 
tive enriched some oustanding prose com- 
mendable quality”. The scene moves along the Oregon 
Trail toward Indian Territory; the time, decade be- 
fore the Civil War. 


Best SELLERs 


Cuppy, Will 


How Get from January December 
Edited Fred Feldkamp. Drawing John Ruge. Garden 
City Books, 1952. 279p. illus. $1.49. (Original Holt 
edition, 1951, reviewed 11, no. 15, Nov. 1951, 
148.) 
This book only goes prove that what one man’s 
whimsy can another’s grue; for, brutally speaking, 
there are too few chuckles, too few firefly smiles the 
366, (to take care leap years) items here collected 
between covers. The trouble that these mild 
brations the often witty Will Cuppy are laid end- 
to-end; and read that fashion they become, not only 
bore but strain. 


One the best modern novels the opening the 
West, this story Boone Caudill, Dick Summers, Teal 
Eye and adventure into the Northwest Territory 
through Indian and buffalo lands for adult readers, 
Recently filmed under the same title, which some- 
thing oddity, should attract those who would 
like check the faithfulness the film version 
the original. 


* * * 


Thomas, Lowell Back Mandalay 
1952. illus. $1.98. (Original 
inspiring and entertaining story from the pen 
the master true adventure tales. The real object 
the book extol General Orde Wingate, British 
commander the famed Project Number Nine and 
two American associates, Colonels Cochran (the model 
for the fictional “Flip Corkin”) and Alison. The set- 
ting, full contrasts, the jungle between India and 
China; the style crisp and manly. 


Scott, Sir Walter 
Pocket Books, 1952. (C-79) 497p. $0.35. 


This classic adventure tale the fortunes Ivanhoe 
and Rowena and Isaac and Rebecca and Wamba, etc., 
etc., would welcome reprint any time; but its 
appearance coincidentally with the release the new 
filming the story should bring extra readers who 
may thus “discover” Scott and his other 
novels. still thrilling tale for old and young. 


Tvanhoe 


Cardinal The Foundling 
Books, 1952. (C-69) 275p. $0.35. inall 
Best Sellers, June 1951, recommends this appealing 
novel about foundling and the New York Foundling 
Home, book that will welcome the shelves 
any library, the table any home, book that will 
host readers who want story that inspires 
ope”. 
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